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Director’s Notes
This is the final show for our celebratory 50 years as a community 
theatre and we sincerely hope you have enjoyed sharing some of our 
past memories.  We deviated a little with this last show in as much 
as we performed the original “Nunsense” in 2006, “Nuncrackers” 
in 2010 but rather than repeat either of these we wanted to give 
you another of Dan Goggin’s fun filled, wacky sequels with “Sister 
Amnesia’s Country Western Nunsense Jamboree”. A crucifix falls on 
Sister Amnesia’s head and, after regaining her memory she realises she 
is Sister Mary Paul, a Nun with a dream of becoming a country singer. 
Reverend Mother, feeling that one should not waste God-given talent, 
obtains a recording contract for Sister Mary Paul and now she is on 
tour, promoting her new album “I could’ve Gone to Nashville”.  

We do hope you will participate in a rousing “Country Auction” and 
join with the cast as they sing “We know that somewhere up in heaven 
you’re a saint, Patsy Cline!” Will Sister Amnesia leave the convent for 
the Grand Ole Opry? All will be revealed before the final curtain.

I realise that you are the judges but once again I have been fortunate 
to have a wonderful support team. Ashley Worsman, with no direction 
from me, has built this amazing set with the able bodied assistance 
of my “right hand”, John Mordacz. Steven Days has worked tirelessly 
with the cast and has produced some incredible music together 
with his band of musicians. Jacqui Cullen created movement in feet 
that didn’t know just how capable they were. Joy McKean, who is 
working behind the scenes as Stage Manager, has created many of the 
costume accessories and ‘bits and pieces’ we need for the production. 
You can’t have a show without lights and Ashely has come to the party 
to show the stage and everyone on it off to their very best advantage.

There is always a tremendous amount of work required from everyone 
on and off stage and I would like to say a big “thank you” to all 
involved. My grateful thanks also to Sunnybank Theatre Group for 
giving me the opportunity to bring this remarkable piece of fun theatre 
to you, our wonderful audience, without whose support there would 
be no theatre. I hope you will sit back, participate (occasionally) and 
enjoy.



Cast
Sister Mary Paul (AKA Amnesia) – Lesley Davis

Sister Mary Wilhelm – Jacqui McKell
Sister Robert Anne – Jane Rapley

Sister Mary Leo – Della Kidd
Father Virgil Manly Trott – Chris O’Leary

The Hail Marys
Sister Mary Mary – Fran Smith
Sister Mary Kay – Kay Lyons

Sister Mary Jane – Jessica Heath

The Orchestra
Musical Director – Brother Steven – Steven Days

Electronic Keyboards – Brother Sean – Sean Fagan
Fiddle – Sister Mary Melody – Melinda Coles

Drums – Brother John – John Kent
Bass guitar – Sister Mary Lou – Amanda Chivers



Pam Cooper – Director
An STG member of over 30 years Pam has 
directed, appeared in and been involved 
in too many productions to even begin 
listing them here! Move Over Mrs Markham, 
Key for Two, Not Now Darling (all by Ray 
Cooney) and, probably the most difficult to 
stage, Noises Off. On the more serious side, 
Dial ‘M’ for Murder, Beyond Reasonable 
Doubt, Witness for the Prosecution, 

Silhouette, Deathtrap and more. Pam was also fortunate enough to 
work on the hugely successful musicals Nunsense, Joseph and the 
Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat and The Sound of Music.  Her last 
production was her own musical creation written specially for the 100 
years ANZAC commemorations last year, You Must Remember This…..  
Now it’s Nunsense time again and she will be really disappointed if 
you don’t walk out of the theatre with a huge smile on your face, a 
spring in your step and a song in your heart. And remember, do unto 
others as you would have them do unto you, that’s the golden rule that 
you should pursue. For if you do unto others as you would have them 
do, the world would be a better place for everyone – that’s true!!!!  

John Mordacz - Co-ordinator
John has had a long association with the 
Sunnybank Theatre Group both behind 
the scenes (in the lighting box and 
designing/building sets, behind the bar, 
cooking  BBQs), as part of the management 
committee and our President in 2008.  

John has also been involved in many shows 
produced at STG, the latest being Anyone 
For Breakfast as Assistant Director, and 

we are delighted, and very grateful, to have him on board again for 
Nunsense Jamboree.



Steven Days  – Musical Director 
After 10 years as a professional musician 
in New Zealand, Steven was drawn into 
the world of musical theatre. He returned 
to his studies to complete a Bachelor of 
Music in composition and a Secondary 
teaching Diploma.  During this time Steven 
did everything off-stage from playing in 
orchestras to managing productions. After 
seeing the light and crossing the ditch in 
2004, his first on-stage role in Australia was 

as Oscar in Sweet Charity. Steven has certainly kept himself busy! 
He has musically directed 16 shows including Jesus Christ Superstar 
and Seven Brides for Seven Brothers, directed 6 shows including the 
highly entertaining and successful A Slice of Saturday Night as well 
as treading the boards in a wide range of plays, revues and musicals. 
Recently he played Dr Frankenfurter from The Rocky Horror Picture 
Show in BTG’s fundraising revue show Bucket of Fun. This is Steven’s 
first show with STG and he hopes you have as much fun watching the 
show as he has had working with the production team, cast and crew.

Jacqui Cullen – Choreographer
Jacqui answered our advertisement for a 
Musical Director for this production, not to 
be one but to be involved in the musical 
we were doing and offered her services as 
Choreographer.  It couldn’t have come at a 
more opportune time as we had just lost the 
choreographer we had so, naturally, she was 
welcomed with open arms. As a dancing 
teacher she was looking for something 
‘extra’ (outside the norm) to get her teeth 

into and she couldn’t have chosen a better place to rise to the 
challenge! Jacqui has put the cast through their paces and stretched 
their ability to it fullest extent, so much so their feet had no idea they 
could do what they are now doing! Jacqui is also a drama teacher 
so has been instrumental in some of the staging which has been a 
tremendous help to the director.  It’s great to have her on board and 
we hope that she will stay with us for a while. 



Lesley Davis – Sister Amnesia
Fulfilling her passion, Lesley’s many years 
in theatre has brought a wide range of 
characters to life in various dramas, thrillers, 
comedies and musicals. Throughout her 
very diverse theatrical career with amateur 
theatre, both on and off the stage, her 
dramatic highlights include Laura Warwick 
in Front Row Theatre’s production of Agatha 
Christie’s The Unexpected Guest (2010); 
Romain Vole, a wife on trial for murder 
in STG’s production of Witness for the 

Prosecution (2005); Suzy Henderson the blind wife inWait Until Dark 
(2013); and the real life Barbara Jackson in our 2015 spy thriller, Pack 
of Lies. In the fifth show of our 50th anniversary year, Lesley played 
the role of Lady Metcalf in Jeffrey Archer’s Beyond Reasonable Doubt 
– which she previously assisted in directing 13 years ago. A director in 
her own right, Lesley has assisted with many productions over the past 
27 years with STG, including co-directing Joseph and the Amazing 
Technicolor Dreamcoat in 2007; directing the very memorable 2013 
presentation of Aaron Sorkin’s A Few Good Men and her most recent 
production Anyone for Breakfast. Now, for the third time, Lesley 
brings Sister Amnesia to life for our final production for the year, Sister 
Amnesia’s Country Western Nunsense Jamboree.

Jane Rapley – Sister Robert Anne
Like all the greats that share her name 
(Jane Seymour, Jane Fonda, Mr Squiggle’s 
Miss Jane and, of course, Captain Kathryn 
Janeway) Jane Rapley has proven that 
having a first name makes her easier to 
identify when amongst other people.  This 
is Jane’s 187th appearance at STG having 
previously appeared in costume onstage 
before many times. Jane recently performed 
her original beat poetry outside the main 

gates of the Ode to an incomplete IKEA Study Desk Festival in Norway 
last year to great reviews by other non-ticket holders. So please sit 
back and enjoy the experience that is “Jane In A Habit”.



Della Kidd – Sister Mary Leo
Della has performed in musical theatre for 
the last 15 years. Before moving to the Gold 
Coast she performed numerous lead roles 
in Guys and Dolls, The Pyjama Game, The 
Boyfriend, Divorce Me Darling, Nunsense,  
Nuncrackers,  Pirates of Penzance and 
fulfilled a personal goal of playing the 
infamous Dolly Levi in Hello Dolly. She has 
also worked on plays such as Maria Martin 
-The Red Barn, The Flying Dutchman and 

the hilarious Caravan. Mainly performing with Beenleigh Theatre 
Group she has played the roles of Miss Sherman in Fame, the tragic 
but comedic muse Melpomene in Xanadu, the sweet Miss Katie Brown 
in Calamity Jane and the sassy Angel in The Best Little Whorehouse 
in Texas. The iconic role of Mama Rose in Gypsy last year has been by 
far her most challenging and rewarding. Della also performed recently 
in Breast Wishes at Spotlight Theatre. This is Dellas first show with 
STG, and she has enjoyed revisiting the role of Sister Mary Leo, plus 
working with this talented and funny cast, both on and off stage.

Jacquie McKell –Sister Mary Wilhelm
Jacqui made her debut with STG in 2000 
and has since played, an Actress, Prostitute, 
Flapper, Floozy, Ghost, Doo-wup, Schoolgirl, 
French Maid, Nun, Diva, Chinese Policeman, 
Stage manager, Nun, Gossip, Prostitute, 
Showgirl, various back stage roles and has 
moonlighted with Savoyards in Wynnum, 
and is a member of Ignite choir based at 
Sherwood. Jacqui’s lifelong dream was to 
become a trapeze artist in the circus. She 

quit her job at a psychiatric hospital to travel to Guam and study with 
a prestigious trapeze group. She quickly realized however, that she 
experienced extreme motion sickness while swinging and gave up this 
dream. Jacqui has now settled for pursuing crocheting while working 
at a mundane retail job to pay off her trip to Guam. Jacqui’s claim to 
fame is to be able to bake 5 minute brownie mix in 3 minutes!! She is 
also thrilled to be back in the habit again.



Chris O’Leary - Fr. Virgil Manly Trott
Since joining STG in 2010 Chris has appeared 
on and off stage in many roles. He has 
achieved the Jewish Trifecta (A Few Good 
Men, Little Shop of Horrors and Breaking Up 
is Hard to Do), the Murderous-Cad Trifecta 
(Suddenly at Home, Deathtrap and Sleuth) 
and the Dirty-Old-Man Quinella (Barefoot in 
the Park and Relatively Speaking), but you will 
probably want to know about his warbling 

ability seeing as this is a musical… he has appeared in The Sound 
of Music, A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to the Forum and 
Dusty.  Chris is thankful his role as Tena Lady in Dusty has given him 
an education in moving while wearing long dresses and he hopes you 
cowpokes enjoy the show.

Sr. Amanda Chivers Br. John KentBr. Sean Fagan

Br. Steven Days Sr. Melinda Coles

The 
Orchestra



Jessica Heath – Sister Mary Jane
Following her performances in STG’s Guys 
and Dolls in 2014 and Dusty in 2015, Jessica 
is thrilled to be a part of Sister Amnesia’s 
show. Coming from a highly creative and 
musically talented family, it has always been 
Jess’s dream to become a singer. She carries 
ambition, dedication and determination, and 
is willing to work hard to make a name for 
herself in the theatrical world. Jess is also 

passionate about teaching the dramatic arts to children. By becoming 
part of the Bazil Grumble team, she helps children to reach their 
dramatic potential in Primary Schools across Brisbane.

Fran Smith – Sister Mary Mary
Fran has been involved in theatre and 
musical theatre for 20 years.  During the last 
several years most of her board treading has 
occurred on Brisbane’s northside in plays 
such as The Vicar of Dibley as Alice and Noel 
Coward’s Private Lives as Sybil.  Her last 
musical was Stepping Out - The Musical as 
Andy.  Fran has not appeared at Sunnybank 
theatre for 16 years, when she appeared 

in Playing the Palace and Flying Feathers.  She is glad to return to 
Sunnybank for one of the best loved Nunsense theatre shows.

Kay Lyons – Sister Mary Kay
Kay loves musical theatre and is only now 
finding the time, after raising three kids, 
to follow her passion.  She has always 
enjoyed connecting with people, and music 
is the great connector.  Sister Amnesia is 
Kay’s second musical production with STG, 
following You Must Remember This …. also 
directed by Pam Cooper in 2015.  She made 
her theatre debut many, many, many years 

ago in her first school music - Brigadoon. We are delighted Kay has 
joined us once again. 



Ashley Worsman - Set Design,
Set Construction and Lighting Design
Those of you who are long standing patrons 
of STG will remember the beautiful sets 
designed by Ashley. A Funny Thing happened 
on the way to the Forum, The Mikado, The 
Sound of Music, You Must Remember This…. 
and now Sister Amnesia’s Country Western 
Nunsense Jamboree. He has also taken on 
the task of designing the lighting for this 

show - we think he just wanted to make sure that his set looked pretty. 
It certainly does!

Joy McKean – Stage Manager
This is Joy’s first experience with STG and as 
a Stage Manager and we are delighted that 
she has joined us and taken on this huge 
responsibility. Working in the ‘glitter and 
dance’ area, she has a wealth of experience 
when it comes to costuming and many of 
the ‘accessories’ required by the Nuns have 
had her expertise behind them. She is also 
extremely organised, a must for this particular 

position in any theatre and is taking to her role as a duck to water.  
Her answer to our request to take on this position was, you might say, 
‘Heaven sent’ and we sincerely hope that Joy will remain with us for 
many years.

A big thank-you to Joy and Glitter and Dance 
for their assistance with our costumes.
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John Mordacz
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Paul Marshall

Debe Dewey, Col Seed & our
wonderful volunteers

The Crew

Subscriptions for 2017 – Now Available!
 
For just $110 you are able to book your seats for five of our shows 
for next year, or if you would like to see all six shows, the cost is only 
$135. Subscribers enjoy the satisfaction of being able to choose their 
favourite seat for the particular performance they prefer. Your seats 
for the whole year are confirmed, and tickets posted out to you – a 
great way to ensure you don’t miss out. Plus subscribers receive a free 
program! You will find the line-up of our productions for next year on 
the back of this program. 

Don’t forget to pick up one of our fridge magnets before you leave 
the theatre. Subscription forms are available at the Box Office, or you 
can phone 3345 9423 to discuss your particular requirements.
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